‘Footsteps for Peace’

Ideas for Assemblies

Line up some footprints (you could get students to draw around their shoes/ feet and cut them out in preparation). Ask students to imagine the people around the world involved in conflict that the footprints might belong to. You could use case studies from  www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/people/features/childrensrights/childrenofconflict/
· Ask students to remove one set of footprints every 30 seconds to represent that every minute two people die because of conflicts around the world. There are 1,440 minutes in a day. 

· The likelihood is that today at least 3000 people will die because of conflicts. Ask students to work out how many times those present at assembly that is. 
· Ask one in every three students to stand. A third of the world’s population is at war.
· Ask students where war is happening at the moment. There is a list of over 40 current conflicts at http://www.globalsecurity.org/military/world/war/ 
· Get 10 students standing at the front. If each one represents 10% of those killed in conflict how many do they think would be soldiers and how many would be civilians. At least 80% of those killed in conflicts are civilians.
· Ask 20 students to stand at the front holding large footprints with the footprints of war and the footprints of peace written on them. These could be mixed up so students can work out which is which. Here are some suggested footprints. 
Footprints of War

More poverty, Houses burnt down, Bloodshed, Food shortages, Trauma, Refugees, Schools destroyed, Less trade, Relatives separated, Constant fear and worry.

Footprints of Peace

Increased communication, Population increase, Trust, Less poverty, Markets re-open, Refugees return home, Trauma counselling, Re-build houses, Schools re-open, Crop planting.
Students could place the footprints in a sliding scale of best and worst consequences of war and peace.
· www.peaceoneday.org includes a short film about Peace Day and some inspirational information about what can be accomplished on even a single day of peace. These include immunising children, getting aid to people, getting people to school and hospital and reuniting people.
· Some other facts that could be used in assemblies:

· 6 million children have been harmed in armed conflicts in the past 10 years.

· A quarter of the world’s armed conflicts of recent years have involved a struggle for natural resources.

· There are 300,000 child soldiers fighting in conflicts around the world.

· 39 million children around the world can’t go to school because they live in conflict-affected fragile states. (You could also discuss the schoolchildren in this country who do not attend because of bullying).
· There have been 14,500 wars in during the past 5,600 years.

· There have only been 286 years of peace during the last 3,400 years.
· Over 70 children under the age of five die in Darfur every day.
· There are 21.3 million soldiers serving in armies around the world.

After introducing global conflict you could ask the students whether it is possible to achieve peace within the assembly. What would each person need to do in order to create peace at this minute? Why is it difficult?

If you are using doves within an assembly you could make a large dove around one or two helium balloons. This could be ‘tethered’ using four pieces of string. Ask students what keeps our dove from flying towards peace, what do the tethers represent? Students could then come up with suggestions for overcoming these obstacles. The students could come and cut one piece of string for each solution until the dove is set free and able to float.
Assemblies will provide a good forum to share the commitments written on giant footsteps. Students could also ‘perform’ their pathways to peace by stating their commitment and laying down their footsteps to create a path.
‘Footsteps for Peace’ is part of the Together for Peace 2007 festival and is supported by Education Leeds 

